





Farm biodiversity conservation plans

In year two, 2005, the project was expanded to include the voluntary
development of farm biodiversity conservation plans. These plans
address all habitats and types of operations, whether for livestock or
for crops, and require the following:

- identify and map existing wildlife habitats on the farm, including
streams, wetlands, forest, etc.;

- identify current and potential Best Management Practices that
enhance wildlife habitat to benefit biodiversity;

- identify potential funding sources or partnerships that could reduce
the cost of implementing these activities.

The plans further divide the farm landscape into three habitat types:

- riparian;
- wetlands;

- uplands: woodlands, pasture, croplands, hayfields.

These plans will identify opportunities for the farmer where wetland
restoration, riparian or other projects beneficial to waterfowl or other
wildlife can be carried out. They also make recommendations on the
types of enhancements that could be completed. In Prince Edward
Island, 75% of all farms have environmental farm plans.

This partnership has been very successful in the delivery of wetland
enhancement projects on agricultural lands in the Maritime Provinces.
To date 194 projects encompassing approximately 674 hectares of
wetland and associated upland habitat have been completed. This
work not only provides important habitat for wildlife, but demonstrates
the commitment by the agricultural community to carry out its activ-
ities in an environmentally friendly manner.

Demand by the agricultural community for the development of
on-farm biodiversity conservation plans continues to be high. To
date, 89 farm biodiversity conservation plans have been written with
a resulting impact on approximately 10,070 hectares of agricultural
lands, as assessed by project staff. The program is very successful in
promoting farmers to become leaders in environmentally sustainable
food production.

Syngenta Canada also initiated partnerships in Quebec with the
Fondation de la faune and L'Union des producteurs agricoles to support
biodiversity conservation by restoring agricultural waterways through
the establishment of riparian zones.

Communication

Along with providing direct benefits to both farmers and wildlife,
the project has been very effective in promoting the conservation of
biodiversity on the agricultural landscape. Educational and promo-
tional activities delivered in conjunction with the program include:

- displays at agricultural exhibits and demonstration sites;

- field tours for high level government officials as well as national and
international environmental groups;

- media releases;
+ public presentations on the values of biodiversity programs;

- presentation of the annual Lieutenant Governor's Greenwing Award
to a local farmer showing commitment to wetland conservation and
environmental stewardship within the farming community in PEI.



Stakeholders and roles
Syngenta Canada - Funding.

Ducks Unlimited Canada - Funding; assessments and inventories;
determine priority projects and implement; sign and hold conservation
agreements.

Land Owner — Abide by conservation management guidelines; sign
conservation agreement.

Outcomes

Benefits

Economic

For agriculture to remain economically and biologically sustainable
into the future, and be able to feed a rapidly increasing population
from a shrinking arable land base, it is essential to plan and to develop
responsible products to protect biodiversity, land and water. It is
anticipated that only operations that implement sustainable practices
will be economically viable into the future. By implementing compre-
hensive product research and development programs, and educating
and helping farmers develop and implement environmental programs,
Syngenta is helping insure an economically viable agriculture industry
that will be able to support agribusinesses.

Biodiversity

Programs to evaluate the biological impacts of small wetland restor-
ation have all shown a significant increase in all forms of animal and
plant species that rely on wetlands and riparian habitats. Notable were
Neotropical migratory birds, amphibians and waterfowl — absolute
numbers as well as species diversity. Fish species also benefit from
both improved water quality and quantity.

Lessons learned

- The most successful stewardship programs are those that are
created and implemented through partnerships at the local level.

- Itisimportant that on-farm projects are farmer driven to instil
ownership.

- Recognition that these projects are important is essential for them
to create a “life of their own"” which is critical if they are to become
the standard way of doing business.
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Pauline and Francis Verstraten (left) received the Nova Scotia Lieutenant Governor's
Greenwing Conservation Award on August 26, 2009 from The Honourable Mayann E.
Francis (right).

Impact on company

Syngenta prides itself on being a responsible business. As an
R&D based company, many of the Syngenta employees are
scientists and biologists who care deeply about agriculture and
the environment. The employees are very proud of the Syngenta
focus on biodiversity and the environment generally. They are
encouraged to be involved and very few employees leave. These
activities also attract some of the best people who want to work
for a responsible business.
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