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New Studies Reaffirm Atrazine is Safe  
 
 Study methodology parallels potential real-world exposure 

 No adverse effects shown at any possible environmental levels  
 
Greensboro, N.C., USA, September 15, 2010 – In a scientific meeting convened by 
the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) today, scientists for Syngenta presented 
data that more closely replicate real-world exposure, supporting the safety of the 
trusted herbicide atrazine.  
 
One of the studies measured the potential effects of atrazine on animals using two 
delivery methods: 1) after distributed doses or 2) after a large, single dose. Because 
the rats received atrazine in distributed doses over time, data from this study are more 
applicable to how humans may be exposed to minute quantities of atrazine in reality. 
Doses delivered in a distributed manner showed no effects up to and including the 
highest dose given (500 parts per million in the diet).  
 
―This highest dose was tens of thousands of times higher than the current EPA water 
standards for atrazine. People would never be exposed to this level in the 
environment,‖ said Tim Pastoor, Ph.D., principal scientist with Syngenta. ―Yet even at 
this extreme dose, atrazine had no effect.‖ 
 
In addition, Syngenta is providing significant new data that will support the EPA‘s 
efforts to understand the internal dose metric for atrazine and its metabolites—or what 
happens to these compounds once they enter the body. This information will aid the 
EPA in applying animal exposure scenarios to humans.  
 
―As the EPA continues its re-evaluation of atrazine, we want to continue to provide the 
most relevant data, showing that the extremely small levels found in water are safe,‖ 
said Dr. Pastoor.  
 
For more information, visit www.atrazine.com. 
  
Syngenta is one of the world's leading companies with more than 25,000 employees in 
over 90 countries dedicated to our purpose: Bringing plant potential to life. Through 
world-class science, global reach and commitment to our customers we help to 
increase crop productivity, protect the environment and improve health and quality of 
life. For more information about us please go to www.syngenta.com or 
www.growmorefromless.com. 

http://www.epa.gov/scipoly/sap/meetings/2010/091410meeting.html
http://www.syngenta-us.com/
http://www.atrazine.com/
http://www.atrazine.com/
http://www.syngenta.com/
http://www.growmorefromless.com/
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Media contacts:  
Sherry Duvall Ford 
Syngenta Crop Protection 
336-632-6107  
sherry.ford@syngenta.com  
 
Steven Goldsmith 
Syngenta Crop Protection  
336-632-2517  
steven.goldsmith@syngenta.com 
  
 
   

Related Links: 
Syngenta Crop Protection 
www.atrazine.com 
 

 
Important: Always read and follow label instructions when buying or using this product.  

 
Cautionary Statement Regarding Forward-Looking Statements_________________________________________________ 
 
This document contains forward-looking statements, which can be identified by terminology such as ‗expect‘, ‗would‘, ‗will‘, 

‗potential‘, ‗plans‘, ‗prospects‘, ‗estimated‘, ‗aiming‘, ‗on track‘ and similar expressions. Such statements may be subject to risks 

and uncertainties that could cause the actual results to differ materially from these statements. We refer you to Syngenta's 

publicly available filings with the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission for information about these and other risks and 

uncertainties. Syngenta assumes no obligation to update forward-looking statements to reflect actual results, changed 

assumptions or other factors. This document does not constitute, or form part of, any offer or invitation to sell or issue, or any 

solicitation of any offer, to purchase or subscribe for any ordinary shares in Syngenta AG, or Syngenta ADSs, nor shall it form 

the basis of, or be relied on in connection with, any contract therefore. 
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