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Virginia reports corn nematode results 
Feb 23, 2009 10:29 AM, By Keith Balderson 
Extension Agent, ANR 
Essex County, Va.  

Corn yield loss to nematodes generally has not been a major consideration in eastern Virginia. However, there are some 
indications nematode populations are shifting and/or increasing, and injury to corn might be increasing. 

Increases in nematode populations are possible with farming practices that include: Conversion to continuous no-till, 
changes in corn genetics, and the conversion from in-furrow insecticide/nematicide treatments to seed-applied treatments 
in corn.  

The Virginia Corn Board provided funding to Virginia Cooperative Extension to conduct a nematode survey in 2007 and 
2008, and 150 samples from fields with some type of production problem from 21 counties in eastern Virginia were 
submitted.  

Over the two years, based on current nematode thresholds and recommendations, 45 (30 percent) of the samples 
indicated a nematode problem, while 38 (39 percent) samples indicated a possible nematode problem.  

Stubby root and lance were the most common nematode species found. Lesion nematodes were fairly common, while 
root-knot and dagger were less common.  

Damaging levels of sting nematode, a species that can cause significant yield loss in sandy soils, were found in several 
samples from Southampton County.  

Given our current nematode thresholds, our survey indicates that nematodes are causing some yield loss in some corn 
fields.  

We hope to conduct more work in 2009, including the evaluation of seed-applied nematicides, tracking nematode 
populations in identified problem fields, and root assays. Producers who suspect a nematode problem are encouraged to 
contact their local Extension agent or agricultural supplier so that soil samples and/or root samples can be submitted for a 
definite diagnosis.  

The best time to take soil samples for diagnostic assays in corn is June and July.  

If you are interested in a copy of the complete results from either survey, please contact Keith Balderson at the Essex 
County Extension Office at 804 443-3551 or thbalder@vt.edu. 

Want to use this article? Click here for options! 
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CONTINUING EDUCATION 

Accredited in Florida, Georgia, New Mexico, Oklahoma, 
Texas, South Carolina and Tennessee: 
 
(New Course) 
Weed Resistance Management in Cotton  
This course covers a 
wide range of options to 
effectively control 
weeds in cotton and 
reduce the risk of weed 
resistance 
management. It is accredited for hours/units for 
licensed/accredited applicators in 7 U.S. Cotton Belt states 
(Florida, Georgia, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Texas, South 
Carolina an d Tennessee. CCA credit is pending).  

(New Course) 
New Mode of Action Chemistry 
for Vegetable Production 
Integration of a new mode of action 
compound like Coragen into IPM 
and IRM programs to control 
Lepidoptera in leafy greens, fruiting vegetables, peppers and 
brassica or cole crops is always welcome. This online CE 
accredited course details how best to use this new mode of 
action insecticide in intensive vegetable production. It is 
accredited by the Certified Crop Adviser (CCA) program and 
by state agencies for licensed applicators in Texas, Georgia, 
Florida, New Jersey and Pennsylvania.  

(New Course) 
Utilizing Calcium as Nutrient That Protects 
Against Disease Organisms 
This online accredited course focuses on 
Calcium, an important plant nutrient in fertilizer 
management for maximum, healthy plant 
development as well as disease and pest prevention. It is 
accredited by the Certified Crop Adviser (CCA) program and 
for licensed applicators in licensed Georgia, Florida, 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey. Credit applications are 
pending in South Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, West 
Virginia and Washington.  

This course is accredited in Texas, Oklahoma, New 
Mexico, Virginia, West Virginia and Wyoming as well as 
for CCA credits: 
(New Course) 
Spray Drift Management 
Keeping crop protection chemicals on the crop for which 
they are intended has been a cornerstone of farming not 
only to protect neighboring crops, but to not waste money 
allowing products to drift off the intended target. This 
accredited online continuing education course covers the 
critical elements of spray drift management. 
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